[Preterm birth--incidence and etiology].
Preterm birth is a major societal and economic problem. To him is accounting for 80 to 90% of neonatal morbidity and mortality worldwide. It is recognized as a complex multifactorial condition with different underlying etiologies. Paramount in the prevention of preterm birth is physician education regarding known risk factors, signs and symptoms of preterm labor and the role of close follow-up in the patients identified as high risk.